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ments made by me beeanse of the Standing
Orders. But before I leave the subject of
Communism as it relates to members op-
posite, I want fo qguote again from “The
West Australian” of the 26th July, 1948,
This deals with a matter concerning defence
work of a highly secret nature. The head-
lines are—“Atomic Seerets Denied to Aus-
tralia, U.S. Fear Leakage through Com-
munists.” Tt is a message from Canberra
dated the 25th July, and begins—

The United States is refusing to give any

atomie research details to Great Britain unless
definite assurances are given that the informa-
tion will not be handed on to Anstralia, it was
learnt on reliable authority tonight. Fear that
leakages of vital details may occur through
Australian Communists is believed to be the
reason behind this condition.
And so on. So the country of which we
are all so justly proud—on this side, any-
way—cannof bhe trusted. We cannot be
trusted simply and solely because we have a
Commonweanlth Labour. Government und a
Labour orgenisation throughout this country
of the type upon which I have touched
briefly tonight.-

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You are “barmy.”

Hon, ¥. J. S. Wise: You will be in Heath-
eote before long!

Mr. GRAYDEN: I apologise for keeping
the House till this late hour. I would bhave
liked to continue in much greater detail and
would have dene so had the hour heen
earlier., I wonld add that,when the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition was concluding a
speech earlier this session, he said, when re-
ferring to the activities of this Government,
that it sowed the wind far and wide in
Mareh, 1947, and the reaping of the whirl-
wind was upon it. But the member for
Northam was wrong., He was hopelessly
wrong, and he knows it! This wind to which
he refers was already at its height when the
present Government took over.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It bas been in
existence for the last couple of hours,

Mr. GRAYDEN: It was a wind of mis-
management, a wind of stagnation, a wind
of destruction—the destruction of our demo-
eratic way of life. That was the wind and
that was the stage it bad reached when the
present Government took offiee,  That des-
truetive wind has slackened and shortly it
will be mastered, and the progress which
has marked the history of this State in its
earlier years will once again continue apace.
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Hon. A, R. G. Hawke:
spoken!

Mr, GRAYDEN: And the South Aus-
tralian reject has added his poisonous little
pieee!

On motion by Mr. Kelly,
journed,

The rathag has

debate ad-

House adjourned at 1045 pm
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BILL—INCREASE OF BENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On  motion by the Chief Seeretary,
resolved: .

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as i3 necessary to enable the Bill
to be passed through all its stages at the
one sitting.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. C. H. Bimpson, leave
of ahsence for six consecutive sittings
granted to Hon. L. A. Logan (Central) on
the ground of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.
Dehate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[4.34): Like the other speakers, I congratu-
late you, Sir, on having been re-elected for
another term as President of this House. ¥
also congratulate those whom the King has
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honoured with knighthood., I wish also
to congratulate the new members who have
already spoken. I think the older members
feel they are a decided acquisition,

Australia as a whole is at what might be
termed the cross roads, and if ever we re-
quired men of maturity and sound judg-
ment, and with a long view in regard to the
future of the Commonwealth, and particu-
larly of Western Australia, it is now. I
feel that those members who have already
spoken will materially help towards the bet-
ter government of the people, for the people,
by the people. Mr. Waison, in an exeellent
speech, gave us some most interesting history
in connection with uniform taxation and the
total amount of tax imposed by the Com-
monwealth Government on the people of this
State. I almost gasped when he said that
no less a sum than £10,000,000 was being
collected by the Commonwealth from West-
ern Anstralial

[ am atraid I am one of those who might
be called a “little Australian” inasmuch as
1 believe that, aliowing for the period of the
war which has just recenily been partly con-
cluded—hecause peace has not yet been ar-
rived at as far as the Japanese are con-
cerned—Western Australin would have been
better developed and made muoch more
progress under State control than it has
done under the rule and guidance of the
Commonwealth Government. Mr. Watson
briefly veferred to the Bruce-Page Govern-
ment as heing the first Administration to at-
tack the hastion of self-finance of the States,
I frankly confess that when in another place
T voted for the Bruce-Page proposals, and
I intend to place on record now the reasons
why I did so. At that particular stage in
the history of Australia, each of the States
was in the happy position of being able to
approach the market for a separate loan.
The point of rivalry had been reached, un-
fortunately, where it only wanted Western
Australia to go on to the market and offer
four and one-half per cent., when one of the
Eastern States would promptly offer five
per cent.,, gnd loans were negotiated at an
interest rate as high as six per cent,

From the conversations I had at that time
with Sir Earle Page, it seemed to me foolish
for us to be cutting each other’s throats by
forcing interest rates up to such an alarm-
ing degree through this uncontrolled com-
petition. That, briefly, is why I voted for
those proposals, and why I was a little in-
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strumental, possibly, in having them brought
into being. But I do not think anyone at
that time dreamt we would get such a Gov-
ernment in the Federal areng as we have to-
day. When the measure for uniform taxa-
tiou was suggested, the Commonwenlth Gov-
ernment faithfully promised the States that
it would be in operation for the period of
the war and, I think, for 12 months after-
wards, Now we have the Prime Minister
disregarding his own promise and also that
made by the late John Curtin, Whether Mr.
Watson will be able to show us a way by
which we ean improve our position I do not
know, but as long as I am a member of this
House I will do my best in assisting Western
Australin to secure hetter control over its
own finances.

In the Lieut.-Governor’s Sprech I was
particularly interested and pleased to see
that preparatory steps had been taken to
implement & scheme for the development of
the Albany zone. Those of us who know
that district very well rvealise that for many
years a large area there has beea left in its
native state that could, and should, he
developed and brought under pasture. I
want to comtend the Government for hav-
g appointed a commitlee of practical men
under the chairmanship of Mr. Thumas, the
Director of Warks. They are not men who
are farmery in theory only, but men who
have ha¢l actual experience in  developing
ureas—and making them productive—which
years ngo were looked upon as being almost
not worth bothering about. Therefore, 1
feel quite sure, after reading in the Lieut.-
Governor's Speech that when the pro-
posed steps have heen taken, on the adviee
whick has becn tendered to the Government,
ibis very large area of land will be made
productive and profitable. 1f we are to
expand the population, we must inerease
our production and bring more land under
caltivation. By this means, the State will
be -able to earry a greater population than
it is doing at the present time,

Members will know that on more than
one oceasion I have dealt with the goldmin-
ing industry and have nrged that it should
have more consideration from the Common-
wealth Government than it has received in
the past. T must confess to being amazed
that a Goldfields member, according to &
statement that appeared in the Press, shonld
have said that the Comnonwealth (fovern-
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ment had treated this industry with a great
deal of consideration. Certeinly it may have
given it a great deal of consideration, The
Commonwealth Government probably said
it was sympathetie, but I think, in the in-
terests of the goldmining industry, a littie
practical assistance would have been of more
value. Those of us who came to this State
many yecars ago when the goldfields were
discovered will remember that many came
from the East, particularly from Vietoria,
where they had been literally starved omt
and they were very pleased to come to
Western Australia where there was plenty
of work, There was an air of prosperity
here in those years,

To the goldmining industry we must give
the credit for the opening up and develop-
ing of the vast area of land which today is
under cultivation and producing the trae
wenlth of the State. I am one of those who
feel that, by way of bonus or subsidy, the
Commonwealth Government should assist the
goldmining industry of Western Australia
heeanse, in these days of hard currency, gold
is the most valuable metal that ean be
produced.  Its availability would very
materially assist the Government, and par-
ticularly this State, to be more prosperous
thap it is at the present time. We know
there arc one or two mines that are
paying fairly well from the standpoint of
dividends, but with the alarming inevease in
costs in every divection it seems that hm-
mediate eonsideration should be given by the
Conmunenwealth Governmoent to the industry
to prevent mines and shows, which under
normal conditions would give quite a sati+-
factory return and employ a large number
of men, from going out of production.

As to our coal industry, I think one of
the worst steps that Collie ever took was
when the unions there decided by popular
vote to become part and parcel of the Fed-
era) coalminers’ organisation.

Hon. W._ J. Mann:
majority.

Hon. A, THOMSON: As the hon. mem-
ber has said, by a very small majority. 1t
is amazing that since they coaleseed with
the unions in the Eastern States, there has
been more trouble in our industry, Regret
must be expressed that the very fine record
which the Collie miners held, has to a cer-
tain extent had rather a black mark placed

By a very small
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aguinst it recently. I was hoping that we
might be able to get a greater supply of
coul in the future than we have been oh-
tamirg recently. I am sure the Government
is very sincere in its desire to inerense the
supply of homes for those who so sadly need
them, and I am hoping the special depart-
ment which has been appointed to foster
local products necessary for home building,
will be successful, :

It will be realised that when the Labour
Government brought down its housing Bill,
1 opposed the resirictions that were to be
impused. I pointed out that when T arrived
m this eountry over 50 years ago, there was
a very serious housing shortage and people
were living in tents. However, no permits
were required then for the building of
houses, and land was nof resumed in a whole-
sale manner as has been done by the State
Housing Commissien. We know numbers
of men who have bought blocks with the ulti-
mate idea of building a home on them for
themselves, but the properties have been re-
sumed by the Housing Commission and
their former owners have had to join
what T may term the waiting crowd.
In my humble opinion, there is no rea-
son why what I said in this House
previously could mnot be carried out.
I am merely stating what I did in those
days and what I eclaim scores of our re-
turned men and others would do today if
only they were given the opportunity. The
Government says that the local aunthorities
object to the building of two-roomed houses
hecause they might result in the creation
of slums, but they seem to overlook the fact
that when conditions become normal it is
fuite possible that a number of the areas
whe-e homes have been bmilt will become
slum areas.

The Government, dounbtless, has done its
hest in the very difficult eonditions pre-
vailing.  However, we must realise that
scores of people living 1 the metropolitan
areg are paying as much as £2 a week for
a rcom or the right to live on a verandab,
and the uwse of the kitchen. How can the
average’ man, desirous of getting a home
for his wife and children, afford to pay
that rent? There is no earthly reason why
such men should not be granted permission
to build two-roomed homes for themselves,
hones which for a start might be just a
plain shell, T am not ashamed to say that
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that ijs what I did 30 years ago, and I am
convineed that many people would gladly
put up with the temporary discomfort of
living in a shell, knowing that they could
improve those rooms little by little and
miake them really habitable. Many men
could pget assistance from their workmates
to Luild such homes and thus many fami-
lies could get a roof over their heads and
have something to show for their money
whieh during the last few years, they have
heen paying away in rent.

The previous Government has left the
present Government to carry the baby. We
have far too many restrictions operating
at present. Only recently we read in the
newspaper that people in need of hricks
could not get a permit althongh hricks we -
available at the brickyards. The sooner we
can retern to normal cenditions in the
building trade, the Dbetter it will be for
evervbody. The institution of the Housing
C'ommis<ion has done more to kill the small
builders and contractors than was ever
dreaml of. In pre-war days hundreds of
houses were erected by small men, True,
they huilt on spec. but they had finance he-
hind them and people were prepared to pay
a deposit to get a home. I could point
to seores of homes built under thosc con-
ditions, and I am satisfied that the allega-
tion that they were jerrybuilt cannot he
substantiated. In fact, some of the houses
that people have to oecupy nowadays
would, vears ago, have heen described as
jerrybuilt. The point T wish to make is
that the imposition of all these restrictions
has eliminated the small eontractor by mak-
ing it impossible for him to carry on.

I do not know how the architecis are
making a living becanse quite a large num-
ber of them wused to prepare plans for
homes—pood plans, too—and under their
supervision many fine, substantial houses
were erected. Now, however, they are de-
prived of this work and yet the need for
houses i1s so great. When the Builders’
Registration Aet was passed, the objeet of
that legislation was obviously to ensure the
stability of the men engaged in the indus-
try and now we find that men are being
prosecuted because they call themselves
builders. I eannot see how we can en-
conrage people to build or to take the re-
sponsibility of building so long as such
wonditions continue. Let me deal with an-
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other phase. On the 20th May last the fol-
lowing statement appeared in ‘‘The Daily
News’’ under the heading *‘Trainee In-
crease is not Favoured’’: —

Building trade union executives gemerally
agree that at present the industry cannot
absorb more postwar reconstruction trainces.
They are opposed to ex-servicemen reeceiving
reconstroction training when it would be im-
possible to place them in jobs, These three lead-
ing huilding trade unionists gave representntive
views today. Plastercrs’ Union gecretary E.
Walsh and Plumbers’ Union aecretary J.
Coram said they were anxious that training
clagses shounld continue, But if the number
of trainees was increased, the men could not
be placed in employment.

Hon, E, H. Gray: They are good, reliable
men,

Hon, A, THOMSOX: I am dealing with
the eondifions. The report contintned—

They blamed a general shortage of building
materinls, caused by manpower lags in other
industries.  Painters’ Union secretary J.
White said that already about 120 trainces
had been placed in the painting trade. None
of them were yet 100 per cent, effictent—it
took at least three years on top of their re-
construction schooling. He felt the trade
had reaehed ecapacity with trainees, ‘The
ratic of journeymen had to be kept or the
trade would suffer.

If ever there was a time in the history of
Australia when a definite shortage of man-
power for all jobs existed, it is the present,
and yet we find trade union secretaries and
exeentives denying men who served their
country the right to become trainees and
get out of the ruck. In fa~t, we are con-
demning our men. All that we can offer the
average rveturned soldier is pick and
shovel work. That is all; nothing else. How
can we inerease our buildings? In a portion
of my province which I visited recently, a
man came to me and asked whether there
was any hope of my finding him two or
three bricklayers. He said, “We have not
any here, and we have not a hope of getting
any from Perth. They are all employed
there.” In the country it is not possible to
get men to go out and do work that is
urgently required. T could quote the names
of three painters in the Great Southern
—splendid tradesmen—whe have nobody to
work for them; and the place is starving
for paint.

Where are we drifting to? That is what
I am driving at. Here i3 an extract from
the Press of the 4th August. It is headed,
“Prive to Lift Building Material Produe-
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tion. Creation of Migrant Labour IPool of
6,000."—

Canberra, August 3: A drive to ipereasec
the production of housing materials and fit-
tings by maintaining a labour pool of 6,000
European displaced person migrants was
approved by the Federal Cabinet today. The
poel  will serve major industrinl centres.
Migrants for the labour pool will be housed
in econverted army camps and other snitable
accommodation at Adelaide, Melbourne, Syd-
ney, Brisbane, Newecastle and Port Kembla.
It will be noted that no provision has been
made for Western Australia. But the posi-
tion with regard to manpower is so acute
that even the Commonwealth Government
proposes fo establish a pool for migrants.
Yet unions in this State deny our own men,
who fought for us, the right to learn a
trade. 1 cannot understand it; it bas me
beaten. I cannot fathom why our own
boys, the sons of our own workmen, are
denied the right to become tradesmen. It
seems to me that our people are so damnably
selfish that all they want to do is to eomn-
serve positions for themselves. They want
to make sure that those fortunate enough
to have learnt a trade will have johs for
life and they ave prepared to see their own
sons driven out o do spade work.

I warn the unions of fhis State, and of
Australia, that the day is eoming, under pte-
sent conditions—do not let us make any
mistake ahout it—when we will find the
youths and men of Australin working not
for Australin but for foreigners. I prophesy
that. I may not be here very long but 1L
make that statement, which I honestly be-
lieve to be eorrect. Why on earth those as-
sociated with the Trades Hall, of all bodies,
should deny their own countrymen the right
to improve their conditions puzzles me. I
have spoken like this before. I have not
been very successful, but I feel that I have
a duty to perform to the rising generation.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Hear, hear!

Hon. A. THOMSON: That is what I feel.
The only hope many of our young men have
of learning a trade is if they are fortunate
enough to have a father who is a bricklayer
or a carpenter or a painter. They may
learn a trade that way, but they are ham-
slrung and bound in every other direction.
We have regulations that were submitted to
and were passed by this House, which I can
deal with later. Here I would say that those
regnlations provide that ypless a man has
been five years in the industry eoncerned,
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he cannot obtain a permit to work. Through-
out the whole of these regulations we find
alwavs that desire to make everything a
close preserve, and I feel it is time our
people awoke to that faet.

We are spending something like £40,000
a year on our University to enable our
young men and women to become highly
eduected; but we do not keep them in
Western Australia. We do not pay them o
large enough salary. We find that we have
had plenty of men who have become highly
qualified, so highly qualified that they have
been able to obtain positions in other parts
of the Commonwealth. By our various re-
strictions in every direction, we have been
denying young men and women the right to
ste) out of the ranks. In my day, I had the
opportunity—and other members who have
spoken this session have indicated that they
had a similar opportunity—to start out on
my own and improve my position, gradually
getting away from what might be termed the
ruck. But today a man has no hope of doing
that. Tf he does not pass certain examina-
tions and comply with certain union rules,
or same other regulations, he has ne hope
of progress.

The people are failing to realise where
we are drifting. If all these rules and re-
gulations had applied when I eame to this
State, T suppose I would still be carrying a
kit of carpenter’s tools around the country
and working for somebody else, Tnstead I
was able to hencfit from conditions that pre-
vailed then and improve myself. 1 have
once more drawn attention to the position
that exists. It may bhe like pouring water
on ¢ duck’s back; but it is said that the con-
stant dripping of water will wear away a
stone, and I hope that some day, before
very long, the executives of ocur nmons will
give more considevation to our own Aus-
tralian youths than is given te foreign
migrants. The men who will be brought here
will be weleomed into the unions because
they will, fortunately, have a knowledge of
particular trades. Yet we are definitely deny-
ing the right of our own men who fought
for us and served us to preserve such free-
dom as we have today-—we are definiiely
denying them the opportunity to learn a
trade. That is entirely wrong.

I was delighted to know that the ChieP
Secretary bad placed on the Tabie of the
House the Tydeman plan for Albany Har-
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bour. I want to congratulate the present
Government for taking what I term the
long view, and looking ahead.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It should have been
taken 30 years ago.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I agree. When I
came here over 50 years ago, Albany was
a very prosperous port. Fremantle was
not thought of at that time. Slowly but
surely—and naturally, I suppose—the big-
ger ships began to come to Fremantle, and
the port of Albany was deserted to a certain
extent. In 1912—I was not in Parliament
then and had not thought of coming here—
I was chairman of the .Katanning Road
Board, and I drew atiention to a scheme
which was submitted by the then Minister,
the late Hon. W, D). Johnson, for adding a
branch to the deep water jetty. I opposed
it and was suecessful in having a number
of people support me. We were told that
we were only laymen and that it was an aet
of gross impertinence for us te offer an
ohjection to the enginecr’s proposal. We
advocated a reclamation scheme, and 1 am
indeed delighted that history has justified
our opinton, even though we were laymen,
ns against that of the then engineer who pre-
pared a scheme under the direction of the
Government of the day.

In season and ount of season I have con-
sistently battled for what I term the lower
portion of the Great Southern. In my opin-
ion, its potentialities have only been
seratched, and there are wonderful possi-
bilittes of increased produetion in every
direction. I am not going to say that the
present Government will he able to start
this harhour extension at Albany immedi-
ately, but it has definitely laid down a plan
which can he built up, vunit by unit, and 1
am sure that in course of time the reelama-
tion seheme which My, Tydeman has drafted
will more than repay the imitial cost of the
project. Some people say that the Govern-
ment is not justified in preparing a plan of
this deseription and looking so far ahead.
I have had sublime faith in the future of
that ares.

Today there is a man named Hunt who
has established a canning factory in which
tons of salmon have been packed, and thou-
sands of eases of that produet have been ex-
ported to the Eastern States and elsewhere.
There is 2 company, Seafoods Litd., which is
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engaged in schnapper freezing and has spent
a considerable sum in establishing that in-
dustry. There is also the whaling industry,
which has heen carried on under primitive
wethods and with the provision of additional
capital, will glso be a great success. I con
gratulate the Commonwealth (fovernment on
removing from Fremantle the wool stores
that were no longer required there and crect-
ing them at Albany. Super, works will be
established, and a large number of oil tanks
were constructed there during the war by
the Commonwealth Government. I eannot
understand why these tanks are not heing
utilised.

0il is shipped to Fremantle and has to he
transported _approximately 315 miles to
Albany, which involves the payment of
freight for that distanee, Oil tankers eould
use the harbounr at Albany and some of the
tanks could be utilised for the storage of
oil. If private companies will not do it, it
should be done by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment in the interests of public =afety
from a defence point of view. This oil could
be used for diesel engines and so om, and
the tanks should he utilised because they
have been eonstructed and are at present
unused. When these conerete tanks were
erected, the Commonwealth Government
visualised their being requived urgently.

We know that all our wool is brought to
Perth and shipped throngh Fremantle. Ounr
wheat also is railed away from its natural
port and shipped at Bunbury or Fremantle.
Hundreds of tons of flour have been pristed
on the Great Southern by the three mills and
then taken to Fremantle, whereas that pro-
dnet should have heen shipped through its
naiural port. We have increased our bui-
ter production and our timber tracts are
heing developed, so it seems to me that the
Government has heen very wise in prepar-
ing a practical secheme for the development
of the Albany harbour. The Government
has also secured a dredge, but unfortunately
it will be some time before it is available.
In any case I feel that the Government is
looking further shead than the Labour GGov-
ernment did and that the development of the
port will be of great henefit ta the Great
Southern area.

At the request of the Albany people, the
late Mr. Drew introduced a measure to es-
tablish the Albany Harbour Board. We are
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now told that there is no need for this
board, but the trouble is that the Railway
Department control the harbour at the port
and it is run entirely in the interests of the
Railway Department. Members will be sur-
prised to know that businessmen on the
Great Southern, in preference to landing their
goods at Albany where there are numerous
delays, have their consignments shipped to
Fremautle and pay the extra freight from
that port to the Great Southern towns. I
suggest to the Government that serious con-
sideration be given to re-establishing that
harbour hoard immediately and that. such
re-establishment should not be held over
until such time as the work on the harbour
had actually started.

It is absurd that the Railway Depart-
ment should control the harbour because
it is certainly not in the interests of the
harbour development. As members know
the Railway Department is more than broke
and has not any money to spend. I urge
the Government to re-establish the board
even it it is only a nominal board for the
time being, and appoint to it a man who has
a thorough knowledge of shipping. I -also
hope that whatever Government is in power
it will assess the value of the assets fairly
and nol take into account defunet assets
whieh have been in existence over the last
100 years or so, If there is a just valua-
tion, the board -will have some hope of
serving the publie a little hetter than they
are being catered for at the moment.

I read in the paper yesterday, or a faw
days ago, that representatives of the Com-
monwealth were in Wesiern Australia dis-
cussing with the Minister for Railways the
proposed change of gauge between Kal-
goorlie and Fremantle. On the l4th Deec-
ember, 1943, on hehalf of a Select Com-
mittee of which I bad the honour to be
chairman, I submitted a very valuable re-
port, and I propose to quote one or two
extraets from it. I commend this report
to the new members. The Select Committee
made the following recommendation, which
will be found on page 10:— .

That a complete invesiigation be made of
the territory embraeced in the area running
in a sonth-westerly direction from a suitable
point in the vicinity of Southern Cross to the
Corrigin district and thence westerly in the
direetion of a developmental railway rouie
recommended by a former Engineer-in-Chief.
Mr. Stileman, or along any other route feound
suitable to Fremantle. Such investigation to
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proceeld simultaneously, if possible, with the
survey operations now in progress on the
routs parallel to the existing 3ft. 6ins. line be-
tween Xalgoorlie and Fremantle, and be
carried out by an independent railway con-
struction engineer.

1 am afraid that the late Government—I
hope I am not doing it an injustice—did
not carry out that recommendation because
so far there is no report of any projected
work, ind it appears that I will be again
placed in the position of having to ask ques-
tions to ohtain satisfaetion. I now wish to
draw attention to some valuable evidence
submitted to the Select Committee. On
page 28 it will be seen that Mr. Davidson,
the Town Planning Commissioner, made
the following statement—

I will outline briefly the Avon project as
submitted by me to the Government some
years ago. 1 drew attention to the possibility
of at least three large storage areas on the
Avon between Toodyay and the edge of the
coastal plain where the Avon River breaks
through a narrew gorge at the foothills, I
have walked from Northam to Midland Junc.
tion and followed the original trial survey
of the transcontinental line finding the pegs
and bench marks. Following my submission
of the scheme to store the seasonal and
periodic flood-flow of the Avon, with which
was zoupled a suggestion for harnessing part
of the 486ft. drop from the river at Northam
to tke Swan at Midland Junction, the Direc-
tor of Public Works, Mr. Dumas, and Mr,
MecCullough, the Assistant Chief Civii En-
gineer of the Railway Department, and my-
self, visited two of ‘the dam sites and made
an ingpection of the Transcontimental trial
survay.

I am mentioning these matters because, in
my opinion, water conservation will be of
more value to this State than extending a
railway line whieh will be parallel to the
existing one. I wish (o point ount that one
of the reasons why our public works and
those carried out by other departments seem
to cost more than they should, is because
there is a lack of co-ordination between the
departments. I will again refer to a state-
mert made by Mr. Davidson. On page 49
of the report, memhers will see that Mr.
Davidson had this to say—

Unfortunately, when these matters are

brought up by a Town Planning Commis-
gioner— :

I think Mr. Hearn referred to a Town Plan-
ning expert who is coming to this State and
if this man makes a satisfactory recom-
mendation, T hope he will receive more con-
sideration than apparently has been shown
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to our own Town Planning Commissioner.
To continue with Mr, Davidson’s remarks—
—they immediately reeeive all the latent
criticism and strong opposition of what might
be termed vested departmental interests, Mr:
Taylor and the Railway Commissioner are
only concerned with railways and power.

Mr, Davidson was referring to the site and
establishment of the present South Fre-
mantle power station which is costing
approximately £3,000,000. The evidence
continues—

Mr. Byfield is coucerned solely with congerv-

ing the State’s monetary investment in the chil-
ling and killing works. The Engineer for
Sewerage is concerned solely with retaining
as long as possible the sewerage ireatment
works in the middle of them and private
enterprise like Baxter’s fish manure works
and Shilkin’s anew tannnery are concerned
with retaining their identity in that one
area. It is the duty of the town planning
authorities to try to sort them out and give
them elbow room without having impact on
the functions of the others. That is why my
hoard is so anxious that the railway system
shall be conserved and extended to serve
these industrial areas.
I am sure that that is one of the reasons
why it has fallen to the lot of the Govern-
ment to see if it can bring about greater co-
ordination between the various departments.
Here we have definite evidence on that
phase, and I will submit further proof later
on. I feel strongly on this particular sub-
jeet becanse I consider that water conserva-
tion is of more value to Western Australia
at the present time than is the proposed
extension of a broad gauge railway from
Kalgoorlie to Fremantle. We have large
yuantities of water available and with the
drop of 486fti., as mentioned by Mr. David-
son, we could produce electric current.
That would be of more benefit to the State
in the long run than the railway gange pro-
position beeaunse we already have a railway
which, as far as I am concerned, supplies
the needs of the country.

I offer no apology for drawing the atten-
tion of the House to the report of the Select
Committee that was appoinfed by this
Chamber to inquire into the standardisation
of the railway gouge from Xalgoorlie to
Fremantle, which report was presented to
members for their consideration on the 14th
December, 1915. A perusal of the report
shows conclusively that o bring the stand-
ard mange railway down the Avon Valley
could, and probably would, prevent any
water eonservation scheme for any purpose

[COUNCIL.]

ever being developed, whether it was for
flood econtrol, irrigation, or hydro-electrie
power or a combination of all three, Whilst
any of these projects for the control or de-
velopment of the Avon River remain unin-
vestignted, no railway route should be de-
cided on, and it is not too much to request
the Government at least to make certain of
the position, particularly having rezard to
the evidence of Mr. Dumas, Director of
Works., More partienlarly is this %0 as in
the ensuing years the Commissioner of Rail-
way's surveys have been completed =howing
where any line would go and its effect on
water storages on the viver.

With the railway information available,
the next step should be to establish the de-
gree of any salinity in the Avon River and
whether or not, if it exists, it could be con-
trolled and withheld from that river's flow,
The Select Committee, it will be recoliected,
recommended that a complete investigution
should be made of the route known as the
Armadale-Brookton-Corrigin-Southern {'ross
line, which was recommended by Mr. Stile-
man when he was Ebpgineer-in-Chief. No

-doubt the Commissioner of Railways, in order

to decide on the merits of the Avon Valley
route, has completed the surveys of the
Armadale-Corrigin-Southern  Cross  route
and T think this House, and more partieu-
larly the members who sat on the Select
Commitiee, are entitled to know whether the
investigations have heen completed and if so,
what are the results.

The Director of Works advised us that the
matter of the Avon River route had heen
raised officially with the Railway Depart-
ment and it was to advise him so that there
might be disenssions before a final loeation
was delermined. The House would be justi-
fied, therefore, in asking if such discussions
have taken place and what the position is
at present. This Sfate requires to undertake
water conservation and to instal modern
transport facilities above all else, apart)
from the matter of inereasing our popula-
fion. It would indeed be tragie if the pro-
vision for water storage and the consirue-
tion of a yailway line were to come into
conflict because of lack of co-ordination, and
I hope the Government will give considera-
tion to my remarks on this point and tske
notice of the evidence submitted to the
Selest Committee. For the information of
members, ¥ propose to quote two extracts
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from the evidence of Mr. Dumas, Director
of Works, which are valuable from the water
supply point of view. In the course of his
evidence, Mr. Dumas said—

The only way in which to control the Avon
is by placing storages in the Avon Gorge. On
the Jimited information that we have at present,
the Avon water is too salt for jrrigation, but
we could get a certain amount of hydro-
electric power from those sterages, which would
he some offset against the expense to he
incurred, though it would not warrant putting
dams in for the hydro-electric power alone,
I came into it on the basis that if possible
the future availability of these dams in the
Avon Gorge should not be taken away.

In reply to questions put to him by Mr.
Roche, Mr. Dumas gave the following evid-
ence—

By Hon. H. L. Roche: Were you consulted

in any way by the Commonwealth authoerities -

with regard to bringing part of the line through
the City of Perth?—No, My department has
not been concerned with this matter at all

Still, T assume you have an understanding
with the railways that before finalising the
Avon Gorge phase, you will be econsulted?—
That is a reasonable assumption., We have
raised the matter officially with the Railway
Department, and it will advize me so that there
may be discussions before the final loeation
is determined.

I make no apology for introducing this mat-
ter becuuse 1 regard the report of the Seleet
Committee os a valuable document, We
were justified in submitting our recommend-
ations.  In view of the experience we have
had, T believe it is possible to divert the
water from the salt lakes and thus enable us
to secure a supply of potable water that
would be most valuable to the metropolitan
area,

I have closely examined His Excellency's
Speceh and T must eonfess that I was very
dizsappointed when T noted that no provision
was proposed for the sefting up of a publie
works committee,  As hon. members know,
I have over the years, keenly urged, in the
interests of parfiamentary control, that such
u body should be established so that there
would be that cheek which is very desirable
respecting Government expenditure, Before
1 received the replies to my questions yes-
terday, I had the following in the notes I
had prepared for my speech—

Permit me to quote a most glaring and eostly
blunder, which this State is committed to in
the Royal Perth Hospital,

T ¢commend Dr, Hislop for the excellent
speech he delivered when he discussed what
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may be described as a hospitalisation scheme
for Western Australia. Nevertheless, T feel
that those responsible for the Royal Perth
Hospital undertaking are deserving of
blame. If I could regard some of the crits-
cism that has been direcied against the pres-
ent Government as genuine, I would be pre-
pared to nceept it; but I can safely say
that, quite to the contrary, the Government
hns had to nceept the position and proceed
with sommitments left to it.

In my homble way I am endeavouring to
profier suggestions that will be of assistance
to the Minister today and to submit some-
thing construetive, as requested by the Chief
Seeretary. It will be remembered that in
the questions I put to the Minister, I asked
what was the estimated cost of the first
completed section of the Roynl Perth Hos-
pital and what was the aetual cost. I think
members must have heen staggered when
they heard the replies given by the Chief
Secretary and realised that work that was
conureneed at an estimated cost of £658,000
was completed at a cost of approximately—
it will be noted that the cost given was not
the actual expenditure on the work—
£1,180,000.

Hon. G. Fraser: Yes, hut many altera-
tiong were made to the original plan.

¥ .
Hen, A. THOMSON: T know Mr. Fraser
is anxions to exeuse his Government.
Hon. G. Fraser: It was not a matter of
my Clovernment at all; I am telling you the
truth.

The PRESIDENT: QOrder!

Hon, A. THOMSON: There is no excuse
at all. It simply shows the appalling con-
ditions under which the affairs of the State
were run during more than 12 years of
administration hy Lohour Governments. I
say unhesitatingly that had the work asso-
ciated with the building of the first part
of +the hospital been entrusted to a con-
tractor at an estimated cost of £650,000, the
contractor would have completed the work
for that figure.

Hon. E. H. Gray: No.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham:
the game building.

Hon. E. H. (ray: No, not the same build-
ing at all.

Hon. A. THOMSON: That was the
amount of the estimate.

It was not
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Hon. Sir Charles Latham: But the plans
were altered.

Hon. G. Fraser: And it was all entirely
different,

Hon. A. THOMSOX: We therefore have
the spectacle of the Labour Government
starting to spend £0658,000 in accordance
with estimates submitted by officers who he-
lieved that that amount would provide the
necessary accommodation, and then we see
how it all finished up. 1f members will east
their minds back to that particular time,
they will understand that there were pecu-
liar circumstanees asscciated with the build-
ing of the hospital, which were not to the
eredit of the then Administration. The huild-
ing was started just before an election, with-
out proper plans or preparations. It was
carried out in accordance with the Labour
Party’s policy of day labour. The Govern-
ment rushed into it, and we see the tragie
results. Why was that done? The object
was to hamstring the incoming Administra-
tion should the Labour Government be de-
feated at the election, and thus foree its sue-
cessor to continue operations on the day
labour system. Tt was one of the most glar-
ing and amazing oxhibitions of starting an
undertaking without any properly co-ordin-
ated plan.

Hon. G. Fraser: You do not approve nf
n (overnment taking advantage of the ad-
vance of science and bringing a building up
to date.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: 1In Viectoria the
authorities took advantage of the advance
of selence and vet were able to complete
their hospital building in a satisfactory man-
ner. I eertainly do not snggest that the
Government should not take advantage of
the advances of science, but no-one ean tell

me that the action of the Government was

justified in commencing to build to a plan
at an esfimated cost of £658,000 and com-
plete it tor approximately £1,180,000—and
we have not finished with it yef. Indeed,
we are far from having finished with it.
The second portion of the hospital build-
ing is estimated to cost £525,000. In view
of the questions I asked and the answers
T received, I claim that if ever we had be-
fore us evidenee of bad finaneial administra-
tion by the Labour Government, we have
it in this instance.

[COTNCIL.]

Hon. (. Fraser: And that is not from a
Labour Government either.

Hon. A, THOMSON: Mr. Fraser wants
to throw the responsibility on the present
(iovernment, but it was his Administration
that was in power for so long and the pre-
sent Government has been in office for little
more than 18 months.

Hon. G. Fraser: 1 was talking about the
replies you have received, and that is what
you are growling about.

Hon. A, THOMSON: The hon. member
is easting a serious reflection upon his own
Government because if it had been xo fore-
sighted as it claimed, or if Labour Ministers
were the financiers they suggest, there wonll
have heen & properly atranged and designed
plan, embracing the whole of the proposed
additions, Instead of that, the Government
started the work piecemeal, and so we find
this most appalling example of maladminis-
tration. Those who were responsible for
that should hide their heads in shame and
not elaim to have beenm members of snch n
lovernment.

Hon. (. W. Miles: If we had had your
propused publie works committee, it would
have heen all right.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: Exactly. 1If we
had had the public works committee which
I have advocated for many years, but which
was bitterly opposed by every one of the
previcus Ministors, all this loss might have
heen avoided, But they did not want it;
they did not desire any interference what-
ever in their administration; they wanted 2
free leg to do as they liked.

Hon. G. Fraser: Your Government has

been in office for 18 months and is still in
tho mod.

Hon. A. THOMSOX: 1 did not hear the
hon, member.

Hon. G. Fraser: Your Government has
been in office for 18 months and still does
not know where it is.

Hon. 8ir Charles Latham: You said, “Tn
the mund.” .

Hon. G. Fraser: It is the same thing,

Hon. A. THOMSON : If that is so, I am
afraid the present (yovernment is laborionsly
trving to extraet itself from the maze of
diffieultics handed over to them on a plate
by the previous Government,
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Hon, Q. Fraser: It is noi making much
of a success of it, either.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The present Gov-
ernment is forced to admit that it does
not know how much land will ultimately be
required and will have to be resumed to
meet the needs of the Royal Perth Hospitai;
but those responsible for commencing the
building should have known. Is there any
excuse for such an appalling blunder on the
part of the previous Government?

Hon. @. Fraser: In 18 months you have
not done mueh about it.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN : In that period the
building has been completed, opened and
put into nse. My opinion is that we should
hesitate before spending more money on
that site. What prompted me to ask the ques-
tions T did was that' a notification appeared
in the Pregs stating that the Commonwealth
(Government proposed fo crect a seven-storey
building alongside the Royal Perth Haospital.
Could anything be morve rontrary to what
we consider to be modern hospital ideas?
We certainly have enough land in Western
Australia, yet here we find ourselves
pledged to costly resumption of land, hotels
and business premises. It was sug-
gested that the Commonwealth should
secure the Fire Brigades sife and erect
their premises there, and, do not forget,
the previous Government could have pur-
chased the site on which Macfarlane & Co.s
building stands. The previous Government
baulked at the establishment of a public
works committee, although a measure for it
passed this House last session. Who were
the greatest opponents of that measure?
The Ministers in the previous Government.
Why? Because they were hoping to per-
petrate a similar blunder to the Royal Perth
Haospital,

I thought last year that we were going to
have a public works commitiee such as I
have advocated for the last 20 years. I had
no desire to be a member of it, I am not
self-seeking, as I am approaching the end
of my term and it is public property that
I have decided it is only fair and reason-
able, after the years I have served, to make
way for a younger man. I am therefore
not speaking in my own inferests. One
argument used last year in another place
against a public works standing committee
was that it would provide a job for a cer-
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tain person. It is time we bad some proper
check on, and more co-ordination between,
the Government departments. I consider
the placing of the Royal Perth Hospital
on its present site the costliest blunder
that kas ever been made by a Government
of this State. In these eircumstances, I
hope the Government will gwve further
thought to establishing a public works com-
mittee.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Hear, hear!

Hon. A. THOMSON: It might be pos-
sible to move to reduce the Budget by £1
with a view to giving members an oppor-
tunity to diseuss the matter, Many huge
prdjects have been earried out in this State.
I go right back to the tume when the group
settlement scheme was inaugurated. Had
the State had a public works committee at
that time, which could have investigated that
scheme, 1 guarantee the State would have
been saved millions of pounds,

Hon. G. Fraser: That was not a Labour
blunder, either.
k2

Hon., A, THOMSON: It was not. I am
endeavouring to establish a principle. Do
not forget, however, that a Labour Govern-
ment carried on that scheme for many
years; and if any person, other than a
Labour man, weni{ to a group settlement
to inspect it, he was looked upon ss being
interfering, as being political, and trying to
injure the scheme. I myself eriticised the
scheme both in this Chamber and in another
place. In season and out of season, T have
in this House been an advocate for the es-
tablishment of a public works committee.

I have also, in season and out of season,
battled for the youth of Western Australia,
In partienlar, I was opposed to the tighten-
ing up of conditions which made it exceed-
wgly difficult for these youths to secure
an opportanity to learn a trade. 1 have
ulso advocated better control of the State
finanzes. In passing, may I refer to a state-
ment that appeared in the Press lately, in
which it was mentioned that the South Fre-
mantle power house and other public works
wire estimated to cost over £5,000,000, 1
shall not refer at this stage to the loss which
we are suffering in connection® with the
electric current supplied to the Perth City
Couneil; but it seems to me that again we
are paying for the unfortunate misdeeds of
previous Governments.
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I congratulate the present Administration
upon remedying what has for many yeatrs
been an unjust imposition upon country
residents. Before we could get a hospital
in a country district, we had to raise half
the cost of the building. Subsequently,
with the advent of the Lotteries Commission,
the previous (fovernment became generous
and said, “The Lotteries Commission will
find one-third of the eost; we will find a
third, and the local people the remaining
third.” The position now is that we are
placed in exactly the same position as are
the people in the metropolitan area; the
Government will provide half the cost and
the Loiteries Commission the other half,

Hon. E. H. Gray: The Fremantle people
were in the same position as the country
people in that respeet.

HMon. A. THOMSON: I also congratulate
the Ionorary Minister for Agriculture upon
havine deelared the Argentine ant vermin,
thus making it a Government responsibility.
For two or three years T endeavoured to get
the former Chief Seeretary (Hon. 'W. H.
Kitsen) to take this step, but he refused
to do so. The consequence is that the pest
has almest got beyond econtrol, and so the
Government is foreed to declare it vermin.
Had action been taken three or four years
ago, the ant could have been kept under
control, T thank members for the patient
hearing they have given me. This will prob-
ably be my sceond-last contribution to an
Address-in-reply debate. I hope that some
of my remarks have heen constructive; some
have bheen eritieal, but T offer no apology,
because I have been eritical in the interests
of the—

Hon. G. W. Miles: Rising generation.

Hon. A. THOMSON: —and the taxpay-
ers. I support the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. R. M. Forrest, debate
adjourned.

BILL—-INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

[COUNCIL.}

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETABRY (Hon. H. 8.
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) [5.57]
in moving the second reading said: This Bill
is to enact, or bring into force when the
Commonwealth yetires from this field of
legislation, the law dealing with landlord
and tenant as regards ejectments, although
it containg slight amendments to another
portion of the prineipal Act. In 1939,
owing to war conditions, the then Govern-
ment introduced a Bill, which became an
Act, providing for fair rents and ejectments.
In 1941, I think, the Commonweslth took
over the portion of the law dealing with
the ejestment of tenants, The law relating
to rents was left in the hands of the State
and administered by it.

From time to time regulations were made
to adjust anomalies that arose and to make
the necessary adjustments of the law as a
result of altering conditions. The regula-
tions are known among those who have acca-
sion to deal with them as the Landlord and
Tenant Regulations under the National
Security Act. They were contested from
time to time in the courts of law and have
now heen placed on a proper footing, All
loopholes have been elosed and those who
have oceasion to deal with the regu-
lations know exactly where they stand.

Text hooks have even been published
setting out &ll the cases that have
been deeided wunder the regulations.
Reeently the Commonwealth Government

decided to pass a Bill, which is now law,
known ns the Defence (Transitional rovi-
sions} Aet under whieh it took over the
Landlord and Tenant Regulations from the
Nationa] Securify Act and cerried them
on. The reason for the new measure was
that it was thought the National Security
Act might be ultra vires the Constitu-
tion. 8o, at the present time the law in
Western Ausiralia, as regards the eject-
ment of tenants, eames nnder the Landlord
and Tenant Regulations of the Common-
wealth.

Recently, the Prime Minister notified the
State Goverhment that on the 16th August
—that is, next Monday—he will hand that
control over to the States—to Western Aus-
tralia anyhow. It, therefore, has hecome
necessary for us to implement the law. At

" the present time there is a Western Aus-
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tralian statute known as the Increase of
Rent (War Restrictions) Aect, Section 15 of
which provides for the ejectment of tenants
in eertain cireamstances, but it does not go
nearly as far as the Commonwealth regu-
lations, nor is it any way as clear as they
are. As a result it has been thought fit to
make the existing Federal law our State
law. The reason is that if we fell back on
to the present State law, which eould not
funection because the Commonwealth legis-
lation overrides it, we would nof have the
advantage of all the decisions and the regu-
lations that have been made from time to
time by the ‘Commonwealth.

The frst Commonwealth law was made,
as regards ejectment, by the last Liheral-
Country Party Government in March, 1941,
and, from time to time, as I say, it has
been amended to meet the changed eondi-
tions. All this Bill dogg is to provide for
the existing Commonwealth regulations he-
ing given effect to, in toto, hy State law.
Of course, certain alterations will have to
be made and there are a few odd amend-
ments in the first portion of the Bill. Cer-
tain objeetions were raised to enacting the
Commonwealth regulations, so the Bill pro-
vides that regulations may he made under
it when it becomes law. As soon ns the
measure passes, it is the intention of the
Government to bring in regulations which
will be exactly the same as the present
Commonwealth law with, of course, the
necessary alterations that are required in
the transfer from Commonwealth to State
eontrol. The reason for that is that the
regulations are laid on the Table of the
House, and members will have the oppor-
tunily of moving for their disallowance.
They will not have any opportunity of

moving to amend them, but they will be

able to move to disallow them.

The thought probably oecurs to members,
“Why not include them in the Bill and
allow us to amend them?’’ The trouble
is that time is sd short that any amend-
nment moved, no matter by whom, would
eause a tremendous amount of debate and
we would not be able to get the measure
throngh by Monday next. Hence, it was
necessery for me to ask members to suspend
Standing Orders so that we could deal with
it at once. There are, no doubt, various
matters about which members will require
information, and if, in Committee, I can
help them in that regard, I shall be only too
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pleased to do so. I point out that at the
present time there is a ferrific shortage
of housing, and the object of this Bill is to
give roofing to the greatest number of peo-
ple with the least hardship. That is the
objeet of the Landlord and Tenant Regu-
lations. I can safely say that the adminis-
tration of these regulations in Western
Anstralia hns been eommendable. We hear
very few arguments or recriminations about
the decisions made in the eourts, and many
eases of great hardship concerning hoth
landlords and tenants have occurred.

Hon. G. Fraser: We have heard a lot of
dissatisfaciion about the decisions.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have nol
heard much, but obviously an unsucecessful
person is never satisfied. I am speaking of
the genuine complaints. TUntil the housing
position improves, I am afraid that the
present conditions will continue. The Bill
in no way affects soldiers or Service per-
sonnel hecause they are dealt with under the
War Service Moratorium, which is still
controlled by the Commonwealth (Govern-
ment. That has not been handed over to
us and, as far as I know, it is not the inten-
tion to transfer it. The protecied persons
do nct come within the scope of this mea-
sare. It might be said that we should earry
on under the 1939 statute, but as I have
pointed out, many of the Commonwealth
provisions are not to be found in it. There
is no provision as to the length of notice
to quit, which, normally, would he seven
days. ‘

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: That could he
done by regulation.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think not.
TUnder the Landlord and Tenant Regula-
tions various times are set out for the
length of period of notice to quit. It has all
been worked out after years of experience.
Again, the State statute provides that an
owner of a home reasonably requiring the
house for his own hahitation has a right
to get it. There are not many applications
in the court to eject (enants on the grounds
of waste or non-payment of rent. The great
majority are made because the owner de-
sires the house for his own occupaney. The
question is as to where the greater hard-
ship occurs. We have geod and bad tenants
and zood and bad landlords.

I, personally, had a case of a landlord
wishing to enter the house oceupied by my



404

clicnt as a tenant, It was a very big home.
The landlord had several more suitable houses
offered to hin, the nceceptance of any one of
which would not have meant displacing as
many people as would be displaced if my
client were turned out. The landlord was
not successful in getting an order and the
devision was given on the ground that far
greater hardship would be experienced by
the tenant if he were put out than by the
owney if he went into some other house. In
the present circumstances those matters could
well be left to the courts to decide We
cannot allow an owner to get possession of
his house merely because he wants it. Let
me iflastrate an extreme instance: A man
and his wife desire to get possession of their
10-roomeid house, but in go doing they might
displace a dozen people who could not get
aceommodation at the moment,

Hon. W. J. Mann: That would be par-
ticularly rare.

The CHLEF SECRETARY : If that is so,
there will he no difficulty over this, becaunse
the owner would get the house.

Hon, W. J. Mann: That is not the type.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The courts
have had a lot of experience of these cases
and, generally speaking, I think we can say
that the person suffering the greater hard-
ship gets the tenancy. Another important
matter it this: Under the State law there is
no power to exempt houses. Under the Land-
lord and Tenant Regulations, if an owner
derires ta let his house for, say, six months,
he mav get a certificate and the tenant e¢an
have possession only for six months after
which the owner can eject him without any
considerations of hordship or anything else.
If he relied on the State law, he could not
do that.

Hoen. Sir Charles Latham: It does

not prevent you from having to get an
evietion order if the tenant won't get out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No. If a
man lets his house, and he has that certificate
of exemption, the tenant automatically bas
to get out.

Hon.  Sir  Charles Latham: The
owner might still have to get an eviction
order.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, but
simply for the purpose of giving him the
right to commit a breach of the peace, as it

[COUNCIL.]

were, fo put the tenant out—to foreibly
eject him. I commend the Bill to members.
If there is anything I can do in Committee
to assist I shall be only too pleased to do
it. Time is the essence of the contract, It
is regrettable that the measure could not be
brought down hefore, but it was not pos-
sible and we now have to get it through as
quickly as we ean. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [7.30]: I
rise to support the second reading of the
Bill. It is a pity that we have been rushed
into passing an important measure like this
with practically no notice at all.  There
may be a good reason why if was not intro.
dueed earlier, buf there is no doubt that the
origina]l Act and regulations contain many
anomalies, \When replying, 1 would like
the Minister to indicate that he is prepared
{o introduce amending legislation this ses-
sion to deal with the anomalies that exist.
As far ay the Fremantle distriet js concern-
ed, the magistrates have done a good job in
the courts, bat everyone with a knowledge of
the position realises that a great’ deal of
suffering is being borue by many people.
There must be loopholes in the legislation
which does not protect the people sufficient-
ly, and the scarcity of houseg has given rise
to a new type of rent exaetor—that is, un-
serupulous people who pay rent ito the
owner and then re-let portion of the prem-
ises to temants at ridiculous prices.

The Chief Secretary: This Bill does not
touch on prices.

Hon. E. H, GRAY: T know, but 1 would
like the Minister to indieate that it is the
intention of the Government to introduce
amending legislation to cover the anomalies
that everyone knows exist in the present
legislation, I do not think it is necessary
now for any member to move nmendments
to this Bill. e know that it is absolutely
nceesary for the measure to be earried in the
interests of everybody concerned, both land.
lords and tenants,  Therefore, I propose
to take up no further time, and I hope that
the Chief Seeretary will have no difficulty
with it. I trust members will not waste
time in endeavouring to press any amend-
ments to the Bill.
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HON, SIR CHARLES LATHAM (East)
(7.34]: Like Mr. Gray, I hate this hasty
legislation, and when it is an important mea-
sure such as that now before the Chamber,
one hesitates to give it support in the short
space of time available. I am not blaming
the Government for not introducing the Bill
before becanse I know Parlinment was
called together a week earlier with a view
to giving consideration to legislation that
must be introduced beecause the Common-
wealth Government, in ity pique, hastily
transterred its responsibilities to the State
Government with regard to the eontro) of
prices. As the Minister says, this Bill does
not affeet prieces, but it does affect the con-
trol of rented bnildings.

I think the Minister might tell us why
the State should be treated any differently
from the private individual. For instance,
there is provision in the Bill now before us
that the Crown, the State Housing Commis-
sion and the MeNess Housing Trust shall be
excluded from the operations of the mea-
sure. After all, those bodies. have made
themselves common landlords. It is useless
to say they have not, because they have,
Therefore, if it is wrong for them to be ex-
cluded from the application of the legisla-
tion, I cannot see any reason why it should
not apply to the ordinary landlord. As a
matter of fact, I think the Crown and the
other bodies ought to be included.

I read in this morning's newspaper—I am
only quoting what I read—that the Minister
stated that as far as the MeNess Housing
Trust was concerned, houses were hgnded
over to people who could only afford to pay
a small rental, This is perfectly true, but
in some eases the oecupancy of such houses
is free and the tenants are making con-
siderable sums of money by letting rooms.
That same complaint is, of eourse, applieable
to the house owned by a landlord. There
are many instances where persons let their
homes during the war period because the
whole of their families had gone away, and
thase people are now foreed to live in rooms
while the tenants of the houses are able to

enjoy a considerable income from letting

portions of the houses,

If the Government says that purely land-
lords should be excluded from the operation
of the Bill, so then should the other people
be excluded. I do not agree that it is unneces-
sary to have this legislation. In the Bill,
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too, it is proposed to add quite a number of
new clauses, but I do not propose to deal
with them, However, I want to point out
what I object to in this form of legislation.
The amending measure of 1947 carvied on the
legislation from, T think, Sections 0 to 20.
It has been found necessary to include ad-
ditional clauses after Section 18 of the Aet,
and (he Government has therefore intro-
daced po less than four new provisions,
They are Clauses 18A, 18B, 18C and 18D.
That is a very bad form of legislation and it
is very diffieuli for members of either Hounse
to fo'low.

One has to give a fair amount of con-
sideration to this form of legislation, and
when one finds that there arve lengthy
elauses, it is impossible to deal with them
in the ordinary way one would desire. [ am
sorry to say that there has been an amend-
ment to the parvent Aet, and it has taken ount
of that measure a provision which I think
was put in the Act when I was in another
place. That provision was to give the land-
lord who wantfed bis house baek the right to
apply to the court. That hns not found a
place in this amending Bill, and 1 presume it
is the intention of the Government to pro-
vide for that by regulation.

The Chief Secretary: T did not eateh
what you said,

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: In the
parent Aect, the landlord had a right to apply
to the court for possession of his house, That
has been excluded from this amending Bill.
However, I shall deal with the matter in
Committee so that T may point out what has
oceurred. I presume it is the intention of the
Government to provide for it by regulation,
and I understand from what the Chief Secre-
tary siated that it is intended to introduce
the regulations that have been in operation
unde; the National Seecurity Act, with the
necessary alterations, of course, to make
them apply to the State instead of the Com-
monwealth. No doubt the point I have
mentioned may be covered by these regula-
tions. It is very important, hecause I re-
member that much discussion took place in
the other Chamber when that legislation
was introduced, and it was purposely put in
to give some protection to the landowner.

I notiee it is proposed to continue the
operations of the statute to the end of next
year. I think, with Mr. Gray, that this
piece of legislation is very important and
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it needs consideration. After all, T sup-
pose it might be said that the recent
referendum showed that the Commonwealth
Government was not doing the right thing
or that the people did not trust it to do
what was proper. Therefore, it is the in-
tention of the Commonwealth to put the
responsibility on to the State Governments
toe do what is considered to be right,

I think also, it is an indication to the
State (fovernment that it must take some
carrective measures to limit the operations
of thix elass of legislation. I do not mean
measures to abolish it for one moment, he-
cause I think it 1s essential that the legisla-
tion chall have a place on the statute book
for some considerable time. I think the
publie are so tived of restrictions and con-
trol that they would welecome a’ change
almost immediately. I was hoping that the
Government would have left the statute as
it was, which wounld mean thst the Act
woutld expire in December, 1048,

Hon. G, Fraser: How would you deal
with it?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Just
wait a minufe; do not be impatient! T am
sorry the Government did not leave it nntil
December, 1948, because in the meantime we
would have been able to consider amending
legislation and that would bave given the Act
another year’s life. If T were to move an
amendment to that effect, I admit that it
conld not be operative, but there would be
nothing to prevent us from speeifying »
date sueh as the 23th or the 23rd of Decem-
ber. It would not be the same provision that
is in the Bill, bat I do not propose to
foree the position te that extent. However,
- T feel sure it would have given confidenee to
the public who think we should not just
accept ad lib the legislation that has been
in fores for the past eight years, which is
ahout tie period sinee this Aet was first
introduced,

If we are to aceept the whole of the
Commonwealth Aet, then we shall perpetuate
that had type of legislation, which T feel
sure the public are sick of and they desive
some amendment to 1t. I have no intention
of opposing the Bill becanse it is very es-
xentia] 1o have some confrol, and I accept
the statement made by the Minister ihat it
is essential the legislation shall go through
becanse of the short time the Commonwealth
Government has given us. What about the

[COUNCIL.]

position in Tasmania—where there is no
Parliament to pass any legislation dealing
with the matter or aecept that which the
Commonwealth  Government has  thrown
upon it for adoption? In the meantime it
has either to abandon the legislation for the
time being or dispense with it entirely.

The Chief Scerctary: The Commonweal!h
Government may not have included Tas-
mania in the legislation.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Tasmania will Jeave it
to the next Labour Government to fix.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: It would
be an extraordinary thing to say that the
Commonwealth Government was going to dif-
ferentiate between the States. The Federal
Constitution provides that there shall be no
differentiation as hetween the States

Hon. L, Craig: T wonder what the position
will be with regard to the legislation in Tas-
mania.

Hon. Siy (HARLES LATHAM: At the
present time there iz no Parliament there to
do what we are doing in this State today.

Hon. E. H. Gray: There might be an-
other Labour Government,

Hon. 8ir CHARLES LATHAM: I am
guile satisfied that there will not be another
Labour Government in Tasmania, despite
the wish of Mr. Gray. T am sure that the
people of Tasmania ave sick and tired of
Governments that cannot do the right thing,
and the electors are telling them so as
plainly as they ean.

Hon. L. Craig: Is that within the seope
of this Bill?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I do
not know whether it is or not. This nction
has been forced on us by the Commeon-
wealth and that matter is within the scope
of the Bill because it is referred to. Even
at the risk of hurting the feelings of Mr.
Craig, T must remind him that there is a
very close relation.. I sapport the second
reading, but T have two minor amendments
that I hope the Minister will consider and
members will support,

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [7.46]: 1
support the second reading, To me it seems
that Moenday next will be a very important
day for the State because on that ocension
for the first time there will be thrust upon
the Government responsibility for the con-
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trols that have been exercised by the Com-
monwealth. I believe that the future
powers of the States will depend to a great
extent upon the manner in which they ad-
minister these conirels. The people of the
Commonwealth have said in effect, ‘*We are
sick of Commonwealth controls; now let us
see what the States ¢an do.”” The manner
in which the States administer these con-
trols, I consider, will have a great bearing
apon the future relations of the Common-
wealth and the States. If the States make
a good job of it, this will strengthen the
hands of the Premiers in their future deal-
ings with the Commonwealth, Thus it is
most important that we should make a good
job of our first responsibility.

I feel sorry for the Government in having
this responsibility thrust upon it so sud-
denly-—so suddenly that it has been forced
to rush a Bill of this sort through Parlia-
ment. That is not in accordance with what
we should like, but it is the best that can
be done in the circumstanees, and it will be
up to members of this House when the
State regulations are tabled to give them
serious consideration. I am not now refer-
ring to the first regulations, which will be
the same as those of the Commonwealth; 1
am referring to the later regulations which
will be tabled under this measure and which
members will have an opportunity to dis-
allow if they consider them to be unsatis-
factory. It is important that we should
make a decent job of those repulations so
that they will mete out jusfice to all. It
does not matter who is right; what is im-
porfant is, what is right,

The WHtates, appreciating the responsi-
hitity placed upon them, will, I feel sure,
do a very much better job than the Com-
monwealth has done because these eontrols
will be administered under the close seru-
tiny of the States. The Government should
give the whole . matter very eareful con-
sideration beeause State Governments will
stand or fall by their handling of these
controls of priecs, rents and so forth. Tn
fact, the next election may be fonght
largely upon the character of the work done
by the Government under this legislation.

Hon. H. Hearn: In the direction of de-
ceontrol.

Hon. I. CRAIG: The hon. membher is
right—the gradnal elimination of controls
until the position is as it was before the

[21]
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war. I commend the Bill and hope it will
be passed.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban—in
reply) {7.50]: I shall be in charge of this
department and shali be pleased if members
at any time or at all times will bring under
my notice any anomalies which they consider
should be rectified. I assure members that
they will receive a gympathetic hearing and
that if anything can be done to meet their
wishes, it will be done. Sir Charles Latham
wanted to know why the Crown is to be
exempt wnder this measore, The Crown is
always exempt, The section in the original
Act states that the measure shall not apply
in velation to any’ lease granted by the
Crown or by any Crown instrumentality,
That provision will be repealed and in lien
there will be ingerted—

The provisions of this Act shall not bind—

(2} The Crown in right of the Common-
weilth or the State;

{L} The State TTlouwsing Commission con-
stituted umder the provisions of the State
Housing Act, 1946.1947; .

(¢: The McNess Housing Trust constituted
pursuant to the provisions of the MeNess Hous-
ing Act, 1930-1840;

(4) Any Crown instromentality.

I do not know that the inclusion of para-
graph (a) was necessary, but obviously the
State Housing Commission should be exempt.
The McNess Housing Trust has a number of
small houses let at a nominal rent. They
were intended for oceupation by extremely
poor people. The position bas arisen that
the children of some of these occupants have
grown up and a respectable income is go-
ing into the homes, and thus the occupants
are no longer people deserving of the charity
of the McNess Trust.

Under the existing law, however, there
are no means of turning them out of those
houses. They are good tenants and pay
theipy rent. They cannot be given notice to
quit, either, and yet it is against the inten-
tion of the trust, which was designed to
provide homes for poor people and not for
hetter-to-do people. The McNess Trust, like
the State Housing Commission, cannot givae
a tenant notice that the house is required
on the ground that they wish to occupy itf.
They could give notice only on the seore
that they wished somedne else to oecupy it,
but that is not and should not he a
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ground for giving notice under the regula-
tions, Very few Aects of this sort ever apply
to the Crown because the Crown is expected
to act reasonably.

The suggestion has been made that the
Bill is badly drawn in that Clanse 8 pro-
poses to amend the principal Aet by add-
ing several new sections. The reason for
this is to bring those new sections into their
proper place in the Aet.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: That is a new
and very bad form.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I cannot see
that it matters much, but that is the reason
for their inetusion in that form.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Iw Committee, ete.

Hon, J. A, Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed fo.
Clause 4—Amendment of Section 4:

Hon. Nir CHARLES LATHAM: I wish
to vorrect a statement made by the Minister.
Clause 4 provides that the Crown shall not
be bound by this measure and the Minister
tead from the parent Act something that is
not in it.

The Chief Seeretary: Read Section 19.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: That
provides that the Act shall not apply in
relation to any lease granted by ihe Crown
or any Crown instrumentality.

The Chief Secretary: Now read the defini-
tion of “lemse.”

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I sfill
think that that provision was inserted in the
Act to prevent the Crown from being bound
in respeet of leases only.

The Chief Secretary: Not at all.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: There
is room for us to differ on that point.

Clause put and passed.
Clanse 5—agreed to. -

Clanse 6—Repeal and substitution of
Section 15:

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: This
clause proposes to re-enact only a very
small portion of what iz contained in Sec-

[COUNCIL.]

tion 15. As it is intended to delete the im-
portant part giving the landlord the right
to apply to the court, ean the Minister in-
form us whether it is proposed to make that
provision by regulation? If so, it will meet
my requirements.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The pro-
posed new Section 18A (1) explains the in-
tention.

Hon. Siyr Charles Latham: But we do not
know what is contained in the regulations.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Every citizen
is supposed, {o know the law.

Hon. Sir Cherles Latham: My goodness,
that is a beanty!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We have
been diseussing ‘the question of rent control,
and now members tcll me they do not know
what the regulations are. I have supplied
copies of the regulations proposed to he
tabled and have told members that they are
almost a verbatim copy of the Common-
wealth regulations at present in force, the
only alterations being in the verbisge to
adapt them to the requirements of the State,

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATIAM: T am
lround fo accept that, hut it i= very vazne.
If Clause 8 applies to the regulations and
definitely duplicates those under the exist-
ing Aet—

The Chief Secretary: Of course it does.

Hon, Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Thex
that is all right; but I think the XMinister
might tell us straight out that the parts
omitted from the statute as it is today, are
included in the regulations. If he will tell
us that, I shall be perfeetly satisfled,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T endeav-
oured to explain on the second reading that
Seetion 15 is repealed and, with further and
more complete details, is re-enacted under
Clause 8. That clause provides that the
existing law, as brought down by the Com-
monwealth Parliament through its regula-
tions, will continue in force when the Bill
is passed. But after the Bill has been
passed, it is the intention of the Government
to gazette identical regulations. Some mem-
bers have copies of them, Within 14 days of
gazettal, members will have an opportunity
to raise an objection to all or any of them.
Those regulations will be identieal with
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what this Bill brings into foree and identi-
cal with the law at present.

Clause put and passed.
Clanse 7—agreed to.

Clause 8—Sections 18A-18E added:
Hon. Sir CITARLES LATHAM: I move
an amendment—

That in lines 1 and 2 of Subsection (1) of
proposed mew Section 18B the words ‘‘or in
any other manner’? he struck ont,

It is quite right that a person should not by
any threat endeavour to dissnade somebody
from making or prosecuting an application
under the provisions of this Act, but as the
subsection stands, if a lessor rang up a
lessee, or viee versa, and said, “I de not
think you should go on with the case,”. he
would render himself liable to punishment.
Surely we can state in plain English what is
to be the offenice!

Hon. W. J. MIANN: I support the amend-
ment.

The Chief Secretary: I do not think any-
one is opposing it.

Hon. W. J. MANN: We do not know yet.
This gunalifieation “or in any other manner”
could he very dangerous. We ecan easily
visnalise 2 person who thinks he is about
to get notice to move being aggrieved and
ne matter how carefnl an individnal was
in approaching such a person, there wonld
be a disterted idea of things and a good deal
of trouble could possibly be brought abont.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I dc nof
think it matters whether these words are in
or out, and T do not oppose the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

. Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I move
an amendment—

That Subsecction {3} of proposed new See
tion 188 he struck out, ’
This is the type of legislation whieh is in-
troduced at timeg for very serious offences,
where it is difficult to prove a _charge.
Actually the meaning is that the accused
person is immediately regarded as pgmilty
and has to prove himself innocent. That is
a very poor class of legislation and is surely
unnecessary in a case like this. We shounld
not perpetuate this kind of law. T am
expecting support from my friends on the
hack bench, beeanse Labour has always
opposed legislation of this sort.
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Hon. G. FRASER: I want to set the
hon. member’s mind at rest at once. After
having heard him, I do not care whether
the subsection is deleted or not. But I want
io sound a note of warning. If members
are concerned about getting this measure
through, the less they tinker with it the bet-
ter it will be. We have already made one
amendment and the Bill must go back to
another place. If we make too many
amendments, the chances are the Billi will
be lost altogether or at least held up. These
are only minor amendments and they should
not he allowed to jeopardise the chances of
getting the Bill through this week.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I see no
reason fo oppose the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse,
as amended, agreed fo.

Clause 9—agreed fo.

Clanse 10—Amendment of Seetion 20;

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: There was s sog-
gestion by 8ir Charles Latham that the
words “forty-eight” should be substituted
for “forty-mine.” It has been pointed out
that the people of Ausiralia made it quite
clear that they dislike eontrols. We do not
know whether they dislike these eontrols or
not, but we are deciding that the identical
controls that the Commonwealth have had
for eight years shall be imposed, without
due thought by us, until the end of next
vear. We do not know what they are. I
have no idea what is in the regulations;
and all we ean do when they come before
the House is to move for their disallowance.
We cannot amend them, We would then he
in the position of having no regulations
and more would have to be brought into
foree. T do not like this type of legislation.
The people bave told us quite plainly that
they do not like controls, and the sconer we
get rid of them the better. T snggest it
wonld not do the slightest harm if we
limited the legislation to this year and
breught it down to this House once more
before the session is finished, so that we could
review if.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the
words referred to are struck ont we cannot,
at a later stage, put them back in the Bill.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: We can put in a
diTerent date.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY': I doubt it.
This measure is to carry us through until
next session and it deals with the fixation
of rents, which has been done by the State
for the last nine years. Next year we are not
likely to have the same unfortunate rush we
are having tonight, a rush that has been
caused by the Commonwealth snddenly de-
viding to retire from this field of legislation,
and it has been thrown on the (Government
to do something quickly. I regard the
referendum as indieating the publie’s wish
that the Sintes and not the Commonwealth
should have control beeause it is easier for
the States to police the necessary eontrols
than it is for the Commonwealth.

Hon, H. HEARXN : I support Dr. Hislop.
1 do not agree with the Chief Secretary in
his conclusions on the referendum. I, with
others who worked on the veferendum, found
that the people generally wete tired of con-
trols,

The Chief Secretary: Of eourse they ave.

Hon. H. HEARN: Nolwithstanding any
inconvenience we might have in dealing with
this legislation, I think it would he wise to
put a short time limit on it.

Hon. G. FRASER: Earlier T interjected
when Sir Charles Latham was speaking eon-
cerning the point of view expressed by the
Chief Seeretary. On reviewing it, I think
the way 1o overeome the diffienlty, and in
order that the matter ean he dealt with later
in the session, is not to amend but to delete
the clause. This will merely leave the pres-
ent Aect reading *1948” which will mean
that it must come up for review before the
end of the session.

The CITATRMAN: That is the only way
we can deal with this elanse. The date of
the parent Act was altered from the 30th
day of Scptember, 1946, to the 31st day of
December, 1847, and that is where it re-
mains, Tf it is required that the Bill should
expire on the 31st December, 1948, the clanse
must be defeated.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I want to ensure
that the person who owns a home has some
added chance of getting back into it. T have
seen many eases in my profession of people
being driven well-nigh distracted owing to
the fact that they have, at some time during
the war, heen generous to some persons and
granted them the use of their homes only to
come back and find that the law as it stands
precludes them from evicting those people.

[COUNCIL.)

The Chief Seecretary: You did not hear
my remarks on the second reading.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I heard the remarks
of the Chief Secretary, and that is why I am
speaking. I want to be certain of this fact,
hecanse T have not seen the regulations. I
think the clause should he defeated.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I know
that provision is in the Aet for this legisla-
tion to continue until December, 1948. A
statement was made in another place last
evening that there is the possibility of some
amendments heing made te this measure
during the current gession, and if that is the
ease this clause should be amended.

Hon. L. CRAIG: It would he a great mis-
take to delete or nmend this clavse. Tt is
not the Bill, when it becomes an Aet, hul
the regulations which administer the con-
trols. We ean reject any regulations we
like, and I consider we should make a good
Job of them. As the Chief Secretarv has
already stated, suggestions will he weleomed
as to any new regulations that might im-
prove the position.  In the meantime, if
seems to me that we should have enough
confidence in our own judgment to deal as
we think fit with the regulations when they
are laid on the Tahle of the House.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T sm alraid
I}, Hislop could not have hrem in the
Chamber when I moved the second reading
heeause as I have pointed out, the measure
provides for a certificate of exemption for
any person who lets his or her house. The
regulations are published anywhere and
everywhere, and it is well known by per-
sons letfing or having anything to do with
houses that it is possible to obtain an
exemption ecertificate to cover the period de-
sired. The hon, member could not have heen
here last night when I made available some
pulls of the regulations which are to he laid
on the Table of the House, for those regu-
lations are the ones in existenee at the pres-
ent time, and there is to be no alteration to
them.

If the date is altered it will pat the Gov-
ernment in a diffieult position because it
means bringing down more legislation. Tt
will be n Herculean task for the two Houses
to pass essential legislation without bring-
ing down a measure such as this again.
The clause as it stands means that the Bill
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cannot continue in operation after 1949 un-
less it is extended by both Hounses of Par-
liament. I have not the slightest doubs
that it will be extended, bui I do not think
it is possible to release all control of rents
or the oceupation of houses while the hous-
ing position is so acute.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I am
not going to oppose the elause, but I do not
think Mr, Craig is reasonably fair to the
new members, heconse he has left in their
minds the idea that we can alter regula-
tions. We cannot do that.

Hon. L. Craig: We can throw them out

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Yes,
the only thing we can do is to disallow them,

Hon. L. Craig: Any of them.

Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Yes, but we

cannot do anything more than that. I do
not want new members to think that the
control of regulations is in their hands.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: T listened to the
second reading speech made by the Chief
Seeretary, and I say there are a number of
people in this State who are unfortunate
enough to possess properties which they let
to other people hefore these regulations
came into foree, and they cannot get the
properties hack. I have given certificates
in some eases because of the distraught
state of these people. We can only dis-
allow the regulations and I siill think there
is ample room for a full-scale discussion of
the measure now before the Committee,

Hon. G. FRASER: The Chief Secretary
in his last remarks has helped me to make
up my mind. I intend to vote against the
clause. The Chief Secretary mentioned all
the work which would be coming forward
in the next few months, so that if the clause
is left as it stands, we will not see the Bill
any more this session. If we defeat the
clanse it must he re-submitted.

The Chief Sceretary: If it does not come
up, then the lid will be off.

Hon, G. FRASER: No Government
would be game to allow this leglislation to
lapse.

The Chief Secretary: That is what you
are voting for.

Hon. L. Craig: You are asking for it!

Hon. G. FRASER : That is not so. The
Government would have till the end of this
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session to bring in certain amending legis-
lation, It will have five months’ notice,

The Chief Secretary: What do you want
alterved?

Hon. G. FRASER: There are a number
of matters that we desire attended to, but I
do not want to go into them just now. If we
agree to the clause as it stands, we will have
lost the opportunity to ensure that heing
done.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I eannof
give any undertaking, if the clause is not
agreed to as it stands, that the Govern-
ment will be in a position to bring in
ancther Bill. If any amendment were
agreed to such as has heen suggested, there
wonld be no control over the rentals of
honses after the lst January, In order
to make the position certain, the Govern-
ment is anxious to retain the provision in
the clause,

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I support the Minis-
ter's contention. The Committee could nof
take the risk of agreeing to any amendment
such as that suggested. I have a copy of
the regulations and what the Chief Se-re-
tary has said is quite corveet. If anyone
went away for a holiday and let his house
he would be covered by the regulation, The
oeccupant of his house could he ejected
nnder the present regulation, The Cown-
mittee wonld make a hig mistake if it re-
jected the clause. There is very litile time
and a lot of trouble would be caused if we
acdopted sueh a eourse. I eap imagine what
weunld take place in another Chamber, T
an indeed surprised that Mr. Hearn, who is
a_ new member, shonld jump into the dis-
enssion on a matter of such importance. He
has made a great mistake, We cannot af-
ford to run any risk with legislation of this
kind, aud I shall be no party to under-
mining it,

[Ton. H. TUCKEY : This is an important
matter. The people have laboured under
these restrietions for eight years and look
to Parliament to provide some easement at
the earliest possible moment. We must
accept the lesser of the two evils, Although
Mr. Gray savs that we can deal with the
rezulations, that is not quite so, because
some of them require amending but not de-
fealing. If we had some say in the fram-
ing of the regulations it wounld be different.
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Hon. Sir Charles Latham: We can tell
the Government about it, but ne notice is
taken of us.

Hon, E. H. Gray: Then read the Riot
Act at your party meeting!

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I would prefer to
alter the year mentioned in the elavse and
then the (iovernment could take the matter
up and deal with the whole question with-
out waiting for another 18 months. I re-
serve my right as to how I shall vote on the
clause.

Hon. G@. W. MILES: I hope the Com-
mittee will agree to the clanse as it stands
without accepting the suggestions advanced
by Dr. Hislop and Mr. Fraser. The pass-
ing of the legislation is a matter of urgency.

During the debate Mr, Fraser said he did

not agree with any of the amendments, and
if we were to effect the alteration he sug-
gested, there would be considerable argu-
ment in another place.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: That would be
nothing new.

Hon. . W. MILES: Of course not, but
this legislation must be passed before Mon-
day.

Hon. A. L. Loton: And this is Thursday
evening.

Hon. G. W, MILES: The hon. member is
looking for an all night sitting. I hope the
Committee will accept the clause as it
stands.

Clause put and pasged.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and returned fo the
Assembly with amendments,

Sitting suspended from 8.40 to 10.37 p.m.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that if had agreed to the
Council’s amendments,

House adjourned at 10.38 p.m.
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The SPEAKER i{ook the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

RATLWAYS.

(a) As to Late Running on Wongan Hills
Line.

Mr. BRAND asked the Minister for Rail-
WAYS:

(1) Of the two passenger trains per week
on the Wongan Hills line, what percentage
for the last year arrived at Mullewa one
and a balf hours late?

{2) Would he say where the time is lost
on the journey, and whether it is in actual
running or otherwise?

{3) If it is physically impossible to run
this train on the present schedule, would
he consider having a time-table drawn up
to which the train could run®

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Fifty-five per cent.

(2) and (3) Time iz said to be lost en
route, but I am not satisfied that better
arrangements cannot be made, and am hav-
ing inquiries made with a view to giving a
better and more reliable service.



